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The term "Community College'' in this country means different + hings 
to different people. To some, the term is a new name for the Junior 
College, with its emphasis on making transfer programs available locally. 
To others, it may mean a college with technical and semi-professional 
programs. For still others, it means a college for adults. The 
remarkable thing is that to some extent, each of the above concepts is 
true. One can find local institutions called community colleges which 
offer only academic programs which parallel the freshman and sophomore 
years at a fo-ur-year institution. One can find institutions called 
community colleges with emphasis primarily on occupational programs. 

There are a few institutions which attract largely an adult student 
population. But the interpretation of the term "community college" which 
is coming to have the most common meaning is the one that encompasses 
all the aforementioned concepts as its function and is basically directed 
to the people of its community - the Comprehensive Community College. 

The two-year, public-supported community college is a twentieth 
century phenomenon. It is clearly an extension of the American belief 
that education is beneficial to as many as are able to take advantage of 
it. The community college &$ we know it today is a direct descendant 
of the two-year college program which began over 100 years ago. 

The seeds of the junior college movement can be traced to 1852, when 
Henry Tappan, then president of the University of Michigan, proposed 
that the part of college work which was secondary in character be trans- 
ferred to the high school J It was not until the turn of the century, 

^Knowles, Malcolm S., The Adult Education Movement in the United States 

(New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1962) p. 60. 
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